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EDITORIAL
Good Will
Eisenhower, speaking before the United Nations, has made
Pa RESIDENT
dramatic appeal for a renewed

effort to establish understanding
among men. Madly the world has
been rushing ahead in the last fifteen
years to devise ways and means of
beating nations to their knees. Suppose Germany had successfully perfected the atom bomb or an equal in
time to release it before V Day; the
whole story of present day world affairs might be strangely different.
The latest, the Megaton super
bomb, is claimed to be so powerful
that two of these bombs contain more
explosive power than all the TNT
that was used for bombing in World
War II. If you would pile TNT ten
feet high and ten feet wide in a line
41.8 miles long, they tell us, you
would have the explosive content that
the President referred to in the
Megaton Bomb.
Because of the lack of good will
among nations, the world today
stands on the verge of destruction. A
foolish move at any one point on the
globe, has the potentiality of wiping
out civilization. This is the world in
which we live. This is the world in
which the church faces the unceasing
task and responsibility of making the
most powerful of all ways known—
the way of love. Men can be beaten
to their knees but hate with perfect
hatred in their hearts. Cities can be
blasted to bits with the population
dying and cursing those who incited
the destruction. "Who knoweth but
that the Church has come to the
world for such an hour as this?"
—J.N.H.

Among Us
N ONE of the exchange periodicals
there appeared recently an article
Ithat
might have been lifted from its

pages and published in numerous
church periodicals. It contained a
frank evaluation facing up to certain
existing conditions that are having a
deterring effect in the life of this particular group. To say that we, as a
denomination, are without our perplexities, would be as though one
were hiding his head in the sand.
And then to refer to them might be
thought of as giving undue prominence and thereby accentuate a condition rather than alleviate it. However, if we are to be a factor in promoting good-will about us it is essential that good will be found among us,
(2)

•

History proves that the transition
from a regimented and rather closely
regulated form of life is very difficult. Church "break-ups" have been
in most cases over matters growing
out of interpretation rather than
fundamental issues.
There must be good will among us
for self-preservation. As a denomiation we have committed ourselves to
heavy obligations, with still greater
demands in the making. Missions, relief, colleges, congregational life, etc,
are at present of such proportions
that the church must by spiritual and
prayerful expansion, increase the
source of tithes and offerings.
From all of us who work in
the preparation of the Evangelical Visitor, to you who are our
loyal supporters and readers we
take pleasure in wishing for
each one a sincere Christian
Christmas and a joyful and
prosperous New Year.
—The Staff
There must be good will among us
if we expect the Holy Spirit to lead
us. If our practices, whether laymen
or ministry, are in conflict with the
unalterable standards of the Holy
Ghost, it is incredible even to think
of the blessing of God being upon us.
Such sins as backbiting, jealousy,
envy, strife and promoting division
have long taken their ghastly toll in
the history of the Christian church.
In a denomination as traditional as
ours the policing attitude can be so
deeply imbedded that seemingly any
attitude is justifiably practiced in an
effort to maintain the status quo.
These sinful demonstrations always
intensify the problem rather than
solve it.
If some of us who feel free and are
making certain changes from the accepted pattern, exercised a bit more
care in still maintaining what may be
termed a conservative approach, it
would make it somewhat easier for a
spirit of good will to prevail. To
effectively promote good will some of
us need to pray to be delivered from
a rigid traditionalism that is intolerant to change while sjome of us need
to pray to be deliv^&d from a passion that change is the answer to all
of the seeming inadequacies of the
past.
And then, all of us should pray that
the greatest of all LOVE shall permeate each one of us so that others
may see that Christ is all and in all in
our lives.
—J.N.H.

It Costs!
HRISTMAS time—the usual time to
C
quote Luke 2:8-20. What a marvelous portion of Scripture this is!

For Jesus to promote good will
among men was costly. Evidently the
angels knew, at least in part, why
Christ left the realms of the heavenly
to carry a difficult mission on the
earth. To bring good will to earth
meant a break in the fellowship of
Deity. There certainly must have
been a marked vacancy in the heavenly order during the thirty-three year
period that Christ was on earth.
After having emptied Himself and
taking on the form of man the promotion of good will among men was
difficult. He loved and served amid
the pangs of poverty. He was criticized and found fault with by those
who should have understood His presence. Rejection, disgrace and death
were in the pathway of the Son of
God who came to bring peace on
earth and good will among men.
Strange, is it not that we should
even think of being promoters of
good will without a willingness to pay
the price! Lasting good will is to be
found in the pathway that has been
prepared by spiritual sacrifice and
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devotion. The good will created by
David Livingstone, John G. Paton,
Mary Slessor, John and Betty Stamm
and others, was costly. They counted
not their lives dear unto themselves.
—J.N.H.
Christmas Lives Again
Dr. Paul S. Rees
OD GIVES us EARS to hear its
G
blessed bells above the booming
of the guns! Some may say it is

mockery to talk about the angel's
song of peace in a day when the
frightful phrase "global war" has become almost a commonplace. Let
wiser souls shun the scorner's seat;
the war is man's refusal to accept
God's Christ. When we might be rich
in the acceptance of God's offers, we
are poor in the grip of our own
obstinancy. Amid it all, the Christmas promise and prophecy of peace
are as genuine today as they were the
night the startled shepherds listened
to the heavenly serenade.
THE CHRIST CHILD LIVES AGAIN !

God gives us EYES to see His
chaste and charming beauty against
the ugly background of the world's
madness and misery. A star watched
above His manger—and stars are
beautiful. A gentle human mother
gazed misty-eyed upon her first-born
—and motherhood is beautiful. Wise
men knelt, reverent and awe-struck,
beside His crude cradle—and reverence is beautiful. God in human
form was there in the pulsing of a
baby's heart—and babyhood is beautiful. Love's pity and power overarched and underlay the whole enthralling scene—and love is beautiful.
THE CHRIST CHILD LIVES AGAIN !

God gives us the WILL to take it
in. Today, as of old, the Christ Child
comes only where they give Him hospitality. No room in the inn? Very
well, then there will be no Christ in
the inn—and no heaven-lit glory
shining round about!
Make room for Christmas. Which
means, make room for Christ! Not
simply for sprigs of holly and red
dotted wreaths and glimmering candles and gifts of "things" piled high
around the tree; these may have their
place, but they are not enough. Only
the Lord of Glory Himself is enough!
Who makes room for Him? Whoever
does—soldier, sailor, parent, child—
will find assuredly that
THE CHRIST CHILD LIVES AGAIN !

"Grace is more than a jeweler's
window: it is a mine inexhaustible."
December 21, 1953

Reverence
W. 0. Winger
AN WE feature a man being reverent on the backside of a desert, on
C
the slope of Mt. Horeb when he saw

a common bush aflame? Moses was
that man, and he stepped aside to see
that great sight. God spoke to him, "I
am the God of thy father, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob." Those ever-searching
eyes, found in this man one fully prepared for such a declaration. Humbly
and fearfully he hid his face, feeling
unworthy to look upon God. Known
as the meekest man on earth, Moses
seemed fully qualified to lead Israel
from Pharaoh's bondage, on from
victory to victory, including the
crossing of the Red Sea on dry land.
God's people passed on with this
testimony, "Come thou with us and
we will do thee good, for God hath
promised good concerning Israel."
Friends, this never could have hapBorn, Our All In All
pened had not the man Moses behaved himself reverently before his God.
Sadie Louise Miller
Dear Readers, how have we slipped
and fallen ? Our Christ, the same yesGlory be to God on high;
terday, today and forever, is waiting
Peace on earth, this happy morn.
to bless, and make the bush aglow in
any desert, or hillside, or bless a comAngels Sang; let man reply,
mon rod as He did for Moses, if we
"For unto us a. CHILD is born."
are fully dedicated to our God as
Moses was. But hollow, vacant, and
Still today, His star appears
empty can be , our most elaborate
Shining in the courts of heaven,
places of worship, when enteredwith
Telling for tivo thousand, years,
a thoughtless, irreverent, rowdy attitude, which does not need to include :
"For unto us a SON is given."
chewing gum, whispering, writing in
Though born a babe, divine was He, song books, or gazing about from
pulpit to pew, nor in boisterous talkAs through earth's weary ways He ing in the after-service or engaging
trod.
in conversation not in keeping with
the house of God, especially when
From age to age His name shall be
souls are praying at the altar. Here
Called WONDERFUL—the
some might consider Christian digniMIGHTY GOD.
ty, and reverence in God's House as
formalism. Our late beloved Dr. H.
Upon His shoulders shall be laid.
C. Morrison, that worthy prince of
The government, He shall be known holiness preachers, advised the
As EVERLASTING FATHER, made younger and all preachers to be reverThe LOGOS from the triune throne. ent in God's House, and especially in
the pulpit. He said he didn't like to
see a preacher sitting back' of the
And now we antedate the day
pulpit with his one foot on the knee
When wars and tumults all shall
of the other limb. Is it not true?
Like Preacher, like"people; like parcease,
ent, like child.
•"."•
For He as KING shall be alway
.
Had
Moses
lacked
reverence,
would
The COUNSELLOR, the PRINCE of
he have met God? If we lack reverPEACE.
ence, giving time, talent, and money
to Santa Claus, or any other fleshly
But sweetest words, forever true,
lust and not to our Christ and His
Are those the, wondering shepherds cause can we or will we meet God as
Moses did, and be able to lead our
heard;
people
on from victory to victory, and
As angels spake, "For unto you
on to the Promised -Land of eternal
Is bom a SAVIOR, CHRIST the
bliss? '
LORD."
(8)

K^hridty the ^_\civiouv* i$ d5orn !
Evangelist Marvin Lewis
s WE think of the birth of the
A
Lord Jesus, listen to the words of
the angels, and notice the reactions of

the different types of people, we begin to realize that something more
wonderful than the birth of some
ordinary person has taken place.
When we consider all the things that
happened in relation to His birth, we
cannot doubt the words of the angel
to Mary concerning her expected
child that, "He shall be great and
be called the Son of the Highest."
GOSPEL OF SALVATION

In connection with the birth of Jesus Christ we hear in no uncertain
terms the glorious message of the
Gospel of Salvation. There were
shepherds in the fields, watching over
their flocks on the night in which
this lowly birth took place. They were
"sore afraid" when the angel of the
-Lord came upon' them, and the Lord's
glory shone round about them. Yet
their fears were allayed when the angel said, "Fear not: for, behold, I
bring you good tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all people. For
unto you is born this day in the city
of David a Saviour, which is Christ
the Lord" (Luke 2:10, 11).
We believe that His purpose in
coming was to be. our Saviour. Before the worlds were ever framed, before man was ever created, before
there was any such thing as "the fall
of man into sin," God had planned
the coming of a Saviour and Redeemer. "Ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold
. . .• but with the precious blood of
Christ, as of a Lamb without blemish

(V

and without spot: who verily was
foreordained before the foundation
of the world, but was manifest in
these last times for you" (I Pet. 1:1820).
How wonderful it would be if more
people would receive the "fear not"
message of the angel as the shepherds
received it over nineteen hundred
years ago. The shepherds simply believed the message, went to see the
Saviour who was born and returned
to their work glorifying and praising
God. The world is filled today with
people who are afraid. There is
cause for fear in the heart of the unsaved, but so often a person's fear is
not in relation to the REAL THINGS
that an unsaved person should fear.
We are afraid of the Atomic Bomb,
of war, and of "the end of the
world." Yet, in the average heart,
there seems to be very little concern
or fear over the absolute certainty of
coming death, the judgment of God,
and of hell. Jesus said, "And fear
not them which kill the body, but are
not able to kill the soul: but rather
fear Him which is able to destroy
both soul and body in hell." "Fear
not: . . . unto you is born . . . A Saviour, which is Christ the Lord."
THE SECOND COMING

In connection with the birth of Jesus Christ we hear something of the
glorious event of the Second Coming
of The Lord. Matthew pictures the
Lord Jesus Christ as King. The first
verse of the Book says, "The book of
the generation of Jesus Christ, the
son of David, the son of .Abraham."
The promise of the Old Testament

Scriptures was that the throne of
David should be an everlasting
throne. You remember that when the
wise men came seeking the Christ
child they said, "Where is he that is
born King of the Jeivs?" When the
angel announced to Mary that she
was to bring forth a son, call his
name Jesus, etc., then he added these
words: "He shall be great, and shall
be called the Son of the Highest: And
the Lord God shall give unto Him the
throne of His Father David" (Lk. 1:
32).
The Lord is coming again in literal bodily form, just as He went away.
To fail to believe that shows more
blind unbelief than the Jewish nation
had concerning the Christ Child being the true Messiah. We might as
well say that Jesus was never born as
to say that He will not come again.
UNCONCERN OF LEADERS

In connection with the birth of
Christ we see something of the unconcern of the chief priests, scribes
and other religious leaders. We also
see the enmity on the part of the
king, and the willingness to believe
and receive the Lord Jesus on the
part of those who had hearts
of faith. When Herod heard that a
child had been "born king of the
Jews," he was "troubled." When the
wise men failed to return to Jerusalem and inform Herod about where
this new-born king could be found,
he was exceeding wroth, and sent
forth, and slew all the children that
were in Bethlehem, and in all the
coasts thereof, from two years old
and under, according to the time
Evangelical
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which he had diligently enquired of
the wise men." Is it not strange t h a t
a little child could be so hated? There
is only one answer to it, and t h a t is
t h a t the hatred was Satan inspired.
Seemingly there was little or no
real concern on the p a r t of the
scribes and chief priests concerning
the coming of the Lord Jesus. The
wise men did not know just where
Christ should be born, but they followed the star and enquired of the
place. When told of the place, they
went and saw the Child, and "rejoiced
with exceeding great joy." Herod did
not know the place, and he was only
interested in the event in the way in
which it might affect his kingdom in
years to come. The chief priests and
scribes knew for they had studied the
scriptures. They were quick to quote
the prophets concerning the birth of
the Saviour. Yet they were not interested enough to go and see. They
felt no concern over the event.
How do our hearts respond concerning the message of the Saviour?
Herod's heart was filled with wrath.
The students and interpreters of the
Old Testament Scriptures failed to be
moved with any interest or concern.
But it was so different in the hearts
of those who were willing to believe,
whether they were ordinary shepherds
on the hillsides of Judea, or men of
unusual wisdom who came from a f a r !
Of them we read t h a t their hearts
were affected alike. The shepherds
returned glorifying and praising God,
and the wise men returned with great
rejoicing and with exceeding great
joy.
On this coming Christmas Day
may hearts rejoice as never before in
the glorious fact t h a t " C H R I S T T H E
SAVIOUR IS BORN," and t h a t He
who was "BORN KING OF T H E
J E W S " may soon return to take the
reins in His own dear h a n d s !

Prayer q Privilege
" P r a y i n g is more than asking something. I t is work, the greatest t h a t
can ever be done, and one in which
each Christian can have a share. The
path to the throne of God lies open
for all who will tread it. And who
can measure the issues for the Kingdom of God t h a t flow from prayer?
Our ideas of prayer are coloured by
our limitations. The Word of God
views prayer in its unbounded possibilities.- A man of eloquence may
touch multitudes: the man of prayer
touches God."
—Gordan Watt
December 21, 1953

it-

Oh, Holy
Night!"
Charles

W.

Roller

T WAS indeed a holy night when the
Saviour of the world was born.
IHeaven
had come to earth as never
before. The angel preacher, trained
in the throne room of God, brought
his message of joy. Never did a sermon declare more in so few words.
Only fifty-eight words, but what a
message! The angel preacher was the
world's first "evangelist." On t h a t
holy night "evangelism" was born. "I
evangelize you with good tidings of
great joy." Then, in joyful refrain,
the angel chorus sang of the glory
of God, of peace, and of good will.
Believers recall with gratitude and
reverence the earthliness and the
heavenliness of the birth of Christ.
Oh the one hand, the Scriptures tell
of taxes, of shepherds and sheep, of
inn and manger and swaddling clothes. On the other hand, there are
signs from heaven, there are angels,
there is singing, and a mighty call to
worship.
But t h e spirit of worship is f a r removed from the spirit of merriment
which so often passes for the spirit
of Christmas ; and the worship of
Santa Claus has too often displaced
the worship of the Savior. A little
boy, new in the Christian Day School
which he was attending, could not
understand why "they did not have a
Christmas program." "They just had
songs and stories and a play about
Jesus—not a thing about Santa
Claus." Someone said of a certain
group of children t h a t they had more
regard for Santa Claus than for God,
because Santa Claus "brings them
presents." Even more startling is
comment of a certain liquor salesman. When a contemplated increase
in liquor taxes was announced, there
was a wild buying spree, to beat the
tax. "It's j u s t like Christmas," said
the salesman, remembering t h a t
liquor sales reach their peak around
Christmas time.
The shepherds came and worshiped
the new-born Savior. The wise men
brought precious gifts. The angels
sang to the glory of God. This is the
pattern for a true observance of the
birthday of our Lord. As Christmas
comes again, there are those who will
observe the holy day with reverence,
with thanksgiving, and with a depth
of joy like t h a t of t h e angels, the

shepherds, and the wise men. They
may be only a small minority, as it
was in t h a t holy night, when the unregenerate world slept. But to this
minority it will be another wonderful Christmas. And the revelry, the
commercialism of Christmas, and the
spirit of Christmas, will but challenge the t r u e believer to a more
thoughtful, more reverent, and more
prayerful commemoration of t h a t
holy night which brought to earth the
Savior of the world.
—The Northern

There is a Difference
Between temperament and grace.
Between an excuse and a reason.
Between confidence and bravado.
Between jocularity and Christian
joy.
Between knowledge and appropriation.
Between Christianity and mere culture.
Between melancholy and being
serious.
Between wholesome
amusement
and gambling.
Between having an. excuse and
making an excuse.
Between being whitewashed and
being washed white.
Between saying your prayers and
praying your prayers.
Between knowing the Bible and
knowing about the Bible. •
Between using the Lord and letting
the Lord use us.
Between professing to be the
Lord's and being the Lord's.
Between growing tired of service
and growing tired in service.
Between the church being in the
world and the world being in the
church.
— W. S. Bowden
—The Wesleyan
Methodist
(5)
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C. R. Heisey
"When He ascended up on high, He . . . gave gifts unto men." Eph. U:8
T WOULD not be Christmas without
gifts. But it is more than just a
Ifestal
day— "to get a lot of presents

and to give a lot away,"—that we
celebrate at Christmastime. Amid
the emphasis on gift-giving cultivated by mundane motives of opportune
commercializing, and festive fullness
of bread, multitudes share the good
cheer of the season without even
thinking to stop and consider whose
birthday it is. Many there are who
do not even know that this "ado" is
but to remind us of the Great Giver,
the Son of God, first given to Adam's
sin-impoverished race as Bethlehem's
babe in the manger—God's unspeakable gift—in due time to become the
Giver of Gifts unto men.
In Psalm 68:16 from whence our
text is quoted by Paul, God tuned the
harp of Israel's sweet singer to exult
with the angels in the noble theme:
"Peace on earth, good will among
men." There Inspiration tells us that
when God's Son "ascended on high
(He) received gifts for men." From
whence ? From the . father of all,
who loves all men, and' would have all
people share in- the richest treasures
heaven could grant to earthly men.
Too often earth's giving is only
gifts to family and friends. Jesus
would say it is Publican giving—"loving them only which love you (Mat.
5:46)." And we know that the publican's heart wasn't justified even
though he prayed loudly and publically. But this giving of which David
sings is distinctly different, for these
gifts, divinely given, are to all, "even
the rebellious." He also tells us their
noble purpose: "that God might dwell
among them."
Now it isn't completely Christmas
unless those who participate are conscious of whose birthday it is. Not
only so, but also that all operations
be 'so conducted that those who share
may sense Christ's holy presence, and
know that He is there. This principle
(6)

applied to American life would
change many Yuletide festivities and
much Christmas giving. It would
bring God's blessing upon many an
occasion where such blessing is
noticeably absent.
As David continues his song we
are made to know the nature of this
Heavenly giving. Everything pertaining to it is patterned after the eternal purposes of God—the redemption
of man from sin's evil consequences,
through the Gift of His only Son,
Who came down from Heaven, "took
upon Himself the likeness of sinful
flesh that He might condemn sin in
the flesh." He was "born of a virgin."
He was "laid in a manger." He "bore
our infirmities." Upon Him was laid
the chastisement that made us whole.
What giving this is! God so loved
that He so gave! "He did not hesitate
to spare His own Son but gave Him
up for us all. Can we not trust such
a God to give us with Him, everything else that we need?" (Rom. 8 :31
Phil.)
Of Him and this "so great salvation" David sings as He continues his
song:
"Blessed be the Lord
who daily bears us up;
God is our salvation.
God is a God of Salvation;
and to God, the Lord, belongs
escape from death." (RSV)
This prime gift and giving is stated in another way in the Bible Golden
Text, Jno. 3:16 and 17: "For God so
loved the world that He game His
only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but
have (escape from death). For God
sent not His Son into the world to
condemn the world but that the world
through Him might be (given escape
from death)." What a wondrous
Gift!
0 glorious freedom from death's
sting and grave's victory! But there
is more than this included in this

great Gift of Life. For there is a
Second Death, most fearsome to those
who receive not this assuring gift.
There is an eternal death as well as
an eternal life. It is the fearful end
of sin, its author and results, and all
who follow in its path. The only escape from it is to be found "written
in the Book of Life." It is the gift
of the privilege of being registered
in heaven as a Royal Overcomei""The Spirit saith . . . He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the
Second Death."
Hallelujah to the Lamb that was
slain! It is so! There is no mistaking this Gift for men for if we read
until we are informed we find a great
group inside the pearly gates who are
ttere because "they overcame," and
it was "by the blood of the Lamb and
the word of their testimony; and they
loved not their lives unto the death."
This Gift for men is great because
of the greatness of the achievement
provided. It is man's worst foe who
is to be feared no more. "The accuser
of the brethren" is he; but we read
from Wms. Trs., "they have conquered him because of the blood of
the Lamb, and because of the message to which they bore testimony,
because they did not cling to life, but
courted death."
And that isn't all that is included
in the "all things freely given" for
these gifts include "life that now is"
as well as the life that "is to come."
We can well say "things too numerous to mention" are in God's Christmas package. But Paul, writing about
"peace with God" in His letter to the
Christians at Rome, chapter five, presents the Gift for men that means so
much to us while we live. He compares the need with the benefits and
tells us that the benefits are "much
more." Gleaning from translation,
beginning at vs. 12, we gather this,
"So here is the comparison: As
through one man sin came into the
world, and death as the consequences
of sin, and so death spread to all men,
because all have sinned . . . But God's
Free Gift is not to be compared with
the offense. For if by one man's
offense the whole race of men have
died, to a much greater degree God's
favor and His gift imparted by His
favor through the one man Jesus
Christ, has overflowed for the whole
race of men. And the Gift is not to
be compared at all to that one man's
sin. For that sentence resulted from
the offense of one man and it meant
condemnation; but the Free Gift resulted from the offenses of many and
it meant right standing. For, if
through that one man's fall death is
king . . . far more surely shall those,
(Continued on page thirteen)
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North Topeka Community Service
This article is written by Carl
Wolgemuth of Elizabethtown, Penn.,
leader of the Mennonite Central Committee Voluntary Service project in
North Topeka, Kan. At this time
Wolgemuth is the only V. S.'er in the
project, but plans are to increase the
unit strength just as soon as personnel are available. Volunteers are
needed with construction skills and,
with interest in boys' and girls' clubs,
recreation, and Bible instruction. The
North Topeka project has been approved by Selective Service for the
employment of 1-0 men.
NLY those who have gone through
a flood know what it does to a
O
community, to the homes, and to the

people. That is what the people of
North Topeka will tell you for they
know. Sixty flood-wrecked houses are
still standing astgrim reminders of
those horrible days. Everyone lost
something; some lost everything.
Some, thanks to the Red Cross, have
better homes, better furniture, better
appliances than they had before the
flood. Others who had little to begin
with have still less now. For some,
the long, hard pull to get back where
they once were has been too much,
and they have given up trying. Here
a boys' club, there a ladies' aid
society, came to a halt in the struggle
and were never started again. And
now, after a long time, the feeling of
common need is lost, and each man's
trouble is once more his own worry.

Even Christians are accused of being selfish and unhelpful. Many, no
doubt, are kind and generous at heart
but fail to see the opportunity at
their door-step. Or if they do see it
they may just never get around to doing the things they will admit Christians should be doing. This, in abstract, is a realm in which the Mennonite service unit is most needed:
to get in and help local Christians
with the job that they somehow know
is theirs, to set the pattern, to spark
the initiative, to open neglected areas
of service, and to do it all as brothers
in Christ.
How is this aim to be accomplished? In August, 1953, repairs were
December 21, 1953

Their hunger for activity is illustrated many an evening when
a group of them walks into the
church and asks for something to
do. They are dissatisfied. "Ain't
anything to do in Topeka," one of
them said. "And Topeka's a dirty
place, full of liquor stores and bootleggers." Yes, they want something
better, but if no one does anything
about, it these boys will become victims of the same ugly circumstances
that cause delinquency in cities all
over America. By establishing a
boys' club in North Topeka, Mennonite Central Committee hopes to provide the needed activity with Christian guidance, strengthening Christian youth and directing others to a
knowledge of Christ and to consecrated living in the community's churches.

begun and are now in progress on the
Pilgrim Baptist Church edifice, a
huge stone structure with considerable internal damage. Help comes
from the local churches in the evenings in response to the promotion by
the ministers and the Voluntary
Service worker as he visits the local
Sunday schools. Special emphasis is
laid on the Friday and Saturday
work when groups of men come each
week from Mennonite and Brethren
in Christ communities in central
It is hoped that a number of fullKansas. Other evenings I-W men
from the city come in and help dur- time workers including I-W men can
ing their hours off. In this way be added to the unit after the Decemeveryone receives the benefit of work- ber Voluntary Service orientation
ing together, of sharing experiences, school at Akron. More leadership is
asking questions, and answering required for the envisioned program.
questions. On our part we gain a As a corps of experienced workers is
better understanding of our colored then built up, facilities can be exbrethren. On their part they get a panded for crafts, ' woodworking,
better understanding of the things sewing classes, recreation, and Bible
we uphold for when men come 150 study. At present the former V. S.
miles at their own expense to work unit house on Polk street in south
free-gratis their words carry weight. Topeka is being used as headquarEnthusiasm runs high on both sides ters.
after a day like that.
The North Topeka project has more
!As the Pilgrim Baptist project wide-spread implications than one
hears completion, other projects will might think. Although the flood
be begun such as rebuilding a home emergency is two years past, yet the
for a mother with five children, tear- experience gained in rehabilitation
ing down some of the community eye- will condition the workers for leadersores with the hope of salvaging some ship in that field. Thus, the unit in
of the lumber for use where it is Topeka would be considered a permaneeded, and helping to repair church- nent disaster unit on call for emeres which have' been only partially gency service in the event of a disfinished. In all the reconstruction aster in another area of the Midwest.
work the Mennonite Central ComThe groundwork for Mennonite
mittee provides no materials. In the
case of a church the people them- Central Committee work in Topeka
selves pay for materials. Where in- has been well laid by the unselfish
dividuals need help and cannot finance and unsolicited service given by Menthe materials, the unit is limited to nonite volunteers during the general
that which the person's friends or a flood clean-up and in the summer
community organization will provide. Bible School project carried on by the
As is true in many phases of life, General Conference. Everywhere one
in Topeka he hears words of
where there's a will there's a way. goes
commendation
or gratitude for the
Only one thing is necessary—that he Mennonites. City
officials are behind
who receives help be willing to help
us
with
their
moral
support. This
himself. No difference is made between Negro, Mexican, or white for makes us feel that the work is worththe testimony against racial discrim- while. But we can be satisfied only
as their apparent good faith is attestination is badfy needed in Topeka.
ed by works which will assure us that
the same spirit is being spread to
Reconstruction is not the only others
until we see spiritual fruit
activity in sight'for the volunteers. Al- from the
Christian witness accomready there is a good-sized nucleus of panying our work. Then God will be
boys in the unit leader's acquaintance glorified. •
who are just waiting for the time
—MCC, Akron, Pa.
when a club can be started for them.
(7)
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Behold! An Open Door
T THE 1953 Convention of the
A
NAE, the Commission for Home
Missions outlined a number of fac-

To meet the ever-increasing needs,
there are a number of imperatives:
1. Personal Revival. Is God as
tors, which must be taken into con- satisfied with me, as I am with mysideration as objectives for Home self? If I am satisfied with my spiritual achievement, there is reason for
Missions. These factors include:
1. The knowledge that mass mi- concern. We all need a new brokengration affecting all our churches is ness to be effective for God. And the
taking place. It is estimated that world would have more confidence in
nearly 1/4 of the total population of the church, if her people confessed
the U. S. is expected to move to new their sins.
locations this year.
2. More study and memorization of
2. There has been a net gain of 19 God's Word. If we abide. in Him,
and His Words abide in us, we shall
million people in the last 10 years.
3. Little . has been done to reach ask, and it shall be done. This will
out and minister to these expanding lead to more explicit personal obedience, and more praying in the Spirit
communities.
*4. It is difficult for thousands of and in more accordance with the will
families in these new communities to of God as revealed in His Word,
get to churches which are miles dis- which in turn will lead to greater
faith and more effectual praying.
tant.
"*
3. Re-evaluation .of Methods. When
5. In addition to the new communities which need churches, it is re- they had prayed the place was shakported that there are 60 thousand en. Following prayer will come a
closed churches in America, largely holy compassion and a holy compulin rural areas, and that they continue sion. Dr. Ralph Stohl recently said,
to be closed at the rate of a thousand "The power of God is perfect, the
message of God is perfect. But, the
a year.
^
_ What is most essential today is the Instrument of God is all to often too
kind of spiritual fire the early church imperfect." In view of this factual
had. The work of Christ's Kingdom statement, when we select an avenue
was never intended to be carried on of approach, to the hearts of people,
by a select few. All of Christ's fol- let us keep the emphasis on the Power
lowers have this great responsibility. and on the Message rather than on
"Ye are my witnesses." Most of us
live in areas, where, if we only
troubled ourselves to find out, there is
dire need. Many souls are groping
_^4r v^iurion
L^all
in the darkness of sin and need the
pure light of -the saving Gospel.
to tne
L^kurck
Others are groping in the equal darkness of religious formalism, and
have never seen the light of the peace
O Zion, Haste
of God which passeth understanding.
To become satisfied with present 0 Zion, haste, thy mission high
fulfilling,
progress and present achievements is
To tell bo all the world that God is
a sure way of heading toward stagLight;
nation and defeat. If the Church is
going to reach the needy with the That He who made all nations is not
Gospel, it must re-evaluate its preswilling
ent position. We must confess our
One soul should perish, lost in
sins of negligence, complacency,
shades of night.
omission, commission, and, as one
minister recently put it, our sins of
Publish glad tidings,
suspicion. If revival begins with conTidings of peace;
fession and brokenness, then expanTidings of Jesus,
sion begins with revival. Let us let
Redemption and release.
God revive us by giving us a new
vision of ourselves, then we will see Behold hwiv many thousands still areclearly the new vision of the world.
lying,
(8)

the Instrument—ourselves. If my
program is stagnant and there seems
to be no future in it, I might be at the
wrong place and I might be using the
wrong methods; but, most likely, 1
need a new baptism of the spirit
which will give new boldness and
power to conquer for God.
4. A true vision of the worth of a
soul. Challenge young believers to
pioneer for God. The knowledge of
what it means to pass from death unto life is fresh on their souls. We
have been so busy a with things material and earthly, that we think far
too little of the tragedy of souls going
into Hell.
5. A new sense of stewardship. In
some church groups, a man goes into
a new area and when there are ten
wage earners in the congregation,
that church supports its minister and
its own program. Recently I read a
Bound in the darksome prisonhouse of sin,
With none to tell them of the Savior's
dying,
Or of the life He died for them to
win.
Proclaim, to ev'ry people, tongue and
nation
That God in Whom they live and
move is love:
Tell how He stooped to save His lost
creation,
And died on earth that man might
live above.
Give of thy sons to bear the message
glorious;
Give of thy wealth to speed them
on their way;
Pour out thy soul for them in prayer
victorious;
And all thou spendest Jesus will
repay.
Evangelical
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and span and in such good order that were expecting the return of the
one would think you were expecting Savior today. "Watch therefore: for
ye know not what hour your Lord
leaflet published by the Assembly of the owner tomorrow."
may come." Alas for those who are
"Today,
sir,
TODAY,"
was
the
reGod entitled, "Is your Church a
not ready when He comes!
Mother Church?" In the article great ply.
* —Brethren Missionary Herald
emphasis is placed on having organAll men should live as though they
ized congregations expand by opening branch work.
Praise the Lord that in some of
our congregations this is being done
"If my people . . . shall humble themselves, . .
—there is need for so much more. If
pray . . . seek . . . and turn . . .; then will I hear
we did more of this we would have
less trouble finding things for folks
forgive . . . and will heal . . . (II Chron. 7-.14)
to do. Perhaps in some of our congregations when quarters become
small, instead of building larger it
would please the Lord to build a
second church 5 or 10 miles or 5 or
10 blocks away to do a more effective
job—having two churches instead of
one.
Truly the fields are white unto
God has blessed us with warm reharvest: When we don't reap faithvivals
the past two winters. Souls
fully and effectively, God's heart is
were saved, and the spiritual level of
broken. He weeps for the lost sheep.
profession and practice has risenHe rejoices when they are found.
steadily among our people'. But* we
When we hasten to bring the lost
never experienced anything before
sheep to the shepherd, we also hasten
compared to what is happening now.the day when the Shepherd shall reOh, Praise His Holy Name!
turn for his sheep.
Last s u m m e r , while Brother
i «>» i
Dourte
was in Japan, our Prayer
All Must Go
Band met to pray for him and the
World Congress. The Spirit of God
"I am often asked.by groups:' How
began to take over in His own quiet
many or how large a percentage of us
way, with weeping and confession
Hollowell Pastor, Eber Dourte
ought to become foreign missionamong the best of our workers. May
aries? My answer is, all of you! In
T ALL began—. No one can say ex- we insert here that it "has come as
some way or other, all of you should
actly when it began. But we like to somewhat of a surprise to us to learn
go to the foreign field."
think it began a little over two years that it wasn't the backslider and the
—Ernest Kilbourne, "0. M. S.", ago when a small group of workers troublemaker who were keeping respeaking in Beulah College Chapel, began to meet regularly for prayer vival from us. They are still with us
1933.
especially for the needs of our local to some degree. It was we, the faithwork. Then God began to show us ful few, who were holding the key to
"God can not help you, until you that we ought to pray for ourselves, revival. As long as we were willing
realize your sinful condition before a for new baptisms and revelations of to let people keep on thinking we
the spirit. This led to a new hunger were spiritual towers of strength
holv God."
for the Word and will of God, and a when we knew in our hearts that we
consequent revelation of our own were so hungry for more of God and
"The Hour Will Come "
utter failure in meeting God's re- so ashamed of our private performquirements
for the revival for which ances of Christian grace when the
A traveler in Italy arrived at "the
we
were
praying.
public wasn't looking, God kept us
beauty spot" of the Italian Alps, and
just
slightly enough encouraged to
was conducted through the exquisite
It fills us with shame to realize
garden by the gardener.
that two years ago most of us would keep on asking Him, "Oh, God, just
tell us what vou want next, and we'll
"How long have you been here?" not have known where to find the do
it."
Scriptures that show a soul how to
the traveler asked.
be saved and to have faith in God's
"Twenty-five years."
How unaware we were of what that
"And how often has the owner willingness to save. We knew a lot meant! How humiliating it was to
of what God said but we couldn't do what God said to do next! But,
been to see the estate?"
prove it, on the spur of the moment, God showed us that revival comes
"Four times."
to an inquiring heart.
from personal humbling of self be"When did he last come?"
"Twelve years ago."
So, a new love for God's Word be- fore Him—and others. The altar began to do things, to us. We saw that came to us the symbol of victory
"He writes to you, 1 suppose?"
God said He would not give us revival rather than of defeat. Too long have
"Never."
"Who comes then to look after mat- in answer to prayer, but that He we Christians nursed, and justified,
would give it to us as the inevitable and excused our pettiness, covering
ters?"
" l a m left pretty much alone; very result of personal heart-searching it up so that the world would not see
and cleansing, and public confession it, for fear they would not have conseldom do I see even a stranger."
fidence in us, until we do expose it,
"Yet you keep the garden so spic of the same.

God Did It!

Revival at Hollowell

I
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"Missions will appeal to all who

and repent of it, and turn from it!
Well, when we began, at long last,
to mean our prayers, and do what
God wanted most, we did not have
long to wait for the outpouring. One
night in August, a bus load of young
married people were returning from
Baltimore after having been on a
YFC Moonlight Cruise. The program
had been good, and we had a lot of
fun, but we little realized that God
didn't plan for us to settle down to
nap for the long ride home. Someone
began to sing, singing soon changed
to testifying, testifying to praying,
praying to confessing, until the Holy
Spirit settled down on that bus in
such power that there was crying
aloud and praying and confessing all
over. One woman cried out, "Oh, I
have felt so far away from God for
such a long time, but I think I can
get back to Him tonight." Needless
to say, she did. The saved began to
plead with the unsaved, and the burden and blessing of that night will be
remembered among us as nothing
short of our own little Pentecost.
During the services these newly revived people could be found in secluded spots praying for the minister.
Picnics became prayer meetings. The
homes of our community began to be
invaded with glowing testimonies.
The second Sunday after Brother
Dourte returned we had the first
Sunday morning altar service in
many years, with real victory and rejoicing.
In October, God blessed us mightily in the ministry of Dwight Ferguson who was with us for four nights.
What an outpouring of the Holy
Spirit God gave, as the church leaders literally fell on their faces and
cried out to God. One big six-foot
basso prayed so. earnestly for the inTilling of the Spirit that we were almost frightened by the intensity of
it. Thirty-six hours later we found
ourselves puzzling over a new crack
in our church wall from ceiling to
floor that had not been there before,
now decidedly obvious. We have
since ceased to regard with amusement the comment made that this
was a modern counterpart of Acts 4:
31—"And when they had prayed, the
place was shaken where they were
assembled together." For it truly
was. That same night a man and
wife were saved for whom we had
prayed these years. Two nights later
another young wife rushed to the altar, and testified that she had been so
burdened she thought maybe she
would have to call us before the eve(10)

hope for the speedy return of our
ning service. These all went out and
Saviour Jesus Christ. (Matt. 24:14)
witnessed and brought in their unThis thought has been an inspiration
saved friends and loved ones.
to many a lonely worker on the outskirts of the Kingdom, and breathes
Our scheduled meetings recently * in
all our church hymnody:
closed with Brother Charles Eshel'He comes again: O Zion, ere thou
man as our faithful and beloved evanmeet Him,
Make known to every heart His
gelist. With as many as forty meetsaving grace;
ing in our six pre-service prayer
Let none whom He hath ransomed
groups, God continued to work. The
fail to greet Him,
newly-saved continued to witness.
Through thy neglect, unfit to see
His face.'"
And glorious harvest time came. One
—Zwemer: "Unoccupied Fields"
Sunday morning saw eight at the altar, including one whole family, father, mother, two daughters. As we
take time out to give God the glory
again and again, we find that in these "If You Want Your Children to
weeks eighteen souls found the Lord
Be the Lord's . . ."
as Saviour, not counting the many
Christians who sought the Lord for
ID you notice this flashing mesother needs. Of these eighteen, foursage in our Teachers' Quarterly,
teen are adults whom the Lord recently brought into our Sunday lesson for November 1? It reminds
School. Two men who were heavy one of a translation of Psalm 105 :18,
smokers for most of their lives have which makes the latter part read
been gloriously delivered, and wives something like this: "the iron entered
who have lived with drunken hus- into his soul." The iron entering our
bands, were given grace to triumph very soul will cause us to search our
hearts, lest we "respect the proud
in their afflictions.
and such as turn aside to lies." Are
Many yet unsaved in the commun- not older people responsible for the
ity are under manifest conviction and young people's undue admiration of
we believe that God will save these al- wealth, social position, high political
so as we keep under His anointing. office, army and naval careers, etc.?
Pray for us. The problems are many, God help us!
and the devil is putting up the stiffest
opposition he can conceive. But, we
"If you want your children to be
are giving the glory to Him "who the Lord's when they grow up, if you
causeth us always to triumph in want your boy to withstand the unChrist." We want the Holy Spirit to known temptations of the future—if
have complete control in creating the you want him to come out a man of
proper atmosphere for the spiritual righteous principle, integrity and
nurture and growth of these babes honor superior to all the doubleness,
in Christ in our church fellowship. chicanery, and deviltry of the world,
To achieve this we know that we you must train him to look upon all the
must constantly decrease, and He world's prizes as dross compared
must increase. So be it!
with the joy of a pure conscience and
When the suggestion first came to a life of usefulness to his fellowmen.
us that we should send an account of If you want your daughter to be a
all this to the Visitor, our reaction true woman, willing to sacrifice and
was negative. We must confess that to suffer in the interest of humanity
there was a time when we could hard- and truth, you must inspire her now
ly have waited to "brag about our re- with a contempt for the baubles for
vival" as Finney puts it. Our boast which so many women barter their
is now wholly in the Lord. "This is lives and their souls—you must teach
the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous her that she is an independent, rein our eyes." We do not want the re- sponsible being, whom God will call
vival to cease by drawing attention to to a severe reckoning for the use or
the place, the circumstances, or the abuse of her talents . . . iDay by day
people involved. However, as was as it flies, you must labor to wake up
pointed out to us, such reports have your children's souls to the realizablessed our hearts from other parts tion of the fact that they belong to
of the world and stirred our hunger God, and that He has sent them into
and our faith for the same, and we the world, not to look after their own
do desire to give the same public little petty, personal interests, but to
Praise to the Lord for all He has devote themselves to the promotion
done, as have others who have been of His, and that, in doing this, they
similarly blessed. We can only say, will find happiness and usefulness
... .•"
—Catherine Booth
"Unworthy, Unworthy."

D

Evangelical

Visitor

HOME

Mothers — Fathers

Tills page prepared 1>y Joanna Hoke

WILL YOU SHARE??? Yes, will
you share some of your experiences
in your home that would be a help to
someone else? Don't hide these treasures away when they could be blessing others. Write them up and send
them to Joanna Hoke, Avilla, Ind. Or
if you feel that you cannot write
them up perhaps you could send the
idea and we could write it for you.
This is another way of serving Christ
and the Church. Will you share?

Motherly Musings
They hadn't been gone long but 1
was already anxiously looking for
their return—waiting to clasp them
in my arms and welcome them home.
Why were they so dear? Because
they were mine, mine through the
price of motherhood, and, oh, how I
loved them. And then I thought of
the One who loved me so and had
paid the supreme price and was now
anxiously waiting the time when He
could receive to Himself His own. No
wonder the Father has kept the hour
a secret from the Son—and as I thus
thought I felt a new and deeper desire to see Him face to face—for oh,
He loves us so.
The little boy was being duly
lectured on the way home from Sunday school when suddenly he interrupted, "Oh Mother—." But that
was as far as he got. Mother would
not be stopped in this discourse until
she was finished, At length she was
done and said, "Now, son, what is it
you want?" Disappointedly the little
fellow replied, "Oh, nothing now. I
was just trying to show you some
pretty flowers back there." It-made
me wonder; am I so determined in
my way that I might miss the beauties that are just waiting to be seen
if I would but stop to listen to the
other person—even though they may
be "smaller" than I? "1 would be
humble, for I know my weakness."
Pondering over my Christmas list,
thinking especially of what I could
give my children I felt a sudden surge
of love and generosity sweep over me.
"Oh, if I could only give them everything they could ask or think of! But
1 can't for our storehouse is limited."
And then a sweet voice whispered,
"If ye abide in me, and my words
abide in you, ye shall ask what ye
will, and it shall be done unto you."
How precious to know that we are
the children of One whose storehouse
is not limited and is able to give even
more than we can ask or think.
I
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Is Christianity the cause of God?
Then decide for it with soul and
body. Count all its reproaches as
fame and honor and walk forth free
and openly under its banners. Quit
the noisy haunts of the frivolous children of the world, and make yourselves no more like them, but relinquish their pleasures and gaieties
forever.
—Sel.
December 21, 1953-

Though bound to the "common daily elements"
the Master's face can be seen

Through Eyes of Faith
EATH had suddenly come to the
home of Lois and Miriam and
D
taken from them their beloved moth-

er, Hannah. No longer would she
weave with them the rich tapestries
which from their childhood she had
taught them to do. Now they were
alone, even their home had been taken from them. They must find some
other place to live—somewhere to
make a living. Indeed it was a problem for the two lonely girls.
Soon, however, Lois had a plan for
her self and her sister. "We shall go
to the city of resplendent beauty,
where there is luxury and romance.
There we can embroider costly garments for courtiers and princesses.
We shall go to Tiberias."
Miriam's face turned white: "Tiberias ! The city of Herod! Thou
canst not mean the city of sin!"
But Lois only laughed. Her mind
was made up. She would go to Tiberias.
But Miriam would not. No, rather
she would accept the offer of Jonas,
the fisherman, to become his wife. So
the sisters chose their paths and
parted one from the other.
Day after day Miriam toiled patiently by the side of her husband,
Jonas. Years rolled by, new mouths
were to be fed, and Miriam began to
droop under the heavy load. Poverty
was gnawing at their door and the
days seemed dark.
Her eldest son, Mark, had brought
home a story of some rabbi he had
heard who was performing strange
miracles. But she heeded little of
this—her heart was heavy.
Then one day a letter came from
Lois. It was the first she had heard
of her since they parted. Tiberias
was as Lois had dreamed. Rich tapestries were hers to embroider. Yes,
she was happy—and now she begged

Miriam to come and join her.
Oh, what a temptation, to leave
this life of drudgery and poverty and
to join Lois. But there was Jonas
and the children. How could she go
and how could she stay? Wearily she
laid herself down for rest through
the night. Tomorrow something
would have to happen to direct her
in her choice.
In the morning Miriam began mechanically to put her house in order.
If she should leave—She swept and
scrubbed, and baked fresh barley
loaves, many more than usual. She
worked hard, drugging the questionings of her mind with action, postponing the final decision even as she
made her vague preparations.
Just at noon Mark came running
in, tossed down his empty basket.
"Mother," he cried, his dark eyes
burning with excitement, "the nobleman's son—is over there, across the
sea on the mountain and everyone
from Capernaum and Bethsaida is
going over to see Him and hear Him
teach! Mother, wilt thou let me go?
I must see Him!" His voice broke
with the eagerness.
"Thou must first eat," said Miriam.
"But I am not hungry. Mother, I
dare not wait! I must overtake the
crowds now. If I tarry I may miss
Him!"
"Still, thou must eat," Miriam returned firmly. "Here," catching up a
handful of the barley cakes she had
just baked, and two of the small fish
on the table, "take these with thee.
Thou canst eat them on the way. And
be not later than sundown in thy returning."
She put the food in a small, lidless
basket that lay near her hand. The
boy grasped it and sped like an arrow
across the sands.
01)
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The afternoon hours p a s s e d .
Miriam washed clothes at the edge of
the sea,—still strangely busy, stil!
preparing, still warding off the last
surrender.
Jonas came in for a hasty supper
and hurried back again for a late
night's fishing. Miriam watched the
slanting sun. Mark should be home.
Why had she allowed him to go at
all? Something might have befallen
him. An unusual restlessness took
possession of her. She bore it until
the sun lay red upon the top of the
hill, then she, too, hurried along the
sands to where the boats for crossing
lay. Jonas knew one of the owners
and had often served him. She was
sure of his help.
In a few minutes they had reached
the eastern bank.
"The crowds went on up that
way," the boatman told her, indicating the steep hill. "Never have 1
seen so many people together! Thousands, there seemed to be!"
Miriam took the path he pointed
out. It led to the opening at the upper end of the hills. Her heart beat
quickly. Now that she was nearing
the spot where the boy must be, fear
for his safety gave way to a strange
curiosity and anticipation.
At last she had reached the crest
of the final low hill and started to go
down. As her eyes swept the wide,
grassy hollow below, she stopped
with an involuntary cry. The scene
before her was so close, so real with
a grand and vivid beauty, and yet so
far from anything her artist's brain
could have imagined.
There on the broad, green slopes,
their brightly colored turbans show(12)
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ing like a mass of blooming flowers,
was seated a multitude; a great,
dense, ingathering of living souls,
which might so easily have been a
confused, clamorous throng, but
which instead sat motionless, listening, intent upon the figure of the man
who stood before them. The sunset
light streamed across the narrow sea
and rested upon His face, as He
spoke.
Miriam, creeping closer, watched
it with the eyes of a creator who sees
the chiseling of the soul. Suffering
was there, and longing; and the lonely sorrow that does not speak. Ah,
Miriam could recognize those lines.
There was love and sympathy in the
tender mouth; there was infinite
strength in the high forehead as if of
a will that knew the royal power of
overcoming.
But stronger than all, there shone
upon the features a light that the
sunset did not bring. It was the
light of a rare and holy joy, of the
peace that passes understanding.
He stopped speaking. Several
men came close to Him as if to confer. Miriam could not hear their
words. Suddenly one of them
turned and pointed behind him. It
was then that she saw Mark. He sat
in the front row of people, his slender
young body leaning forward, his dark
eyes fixed on the rabbi's face. In one
hand he absently clutched the open
basket. Miriam could see that the
food she had placed there was still in
it. The eager, foolish child! He had
taken no time to eat.
But all at once Miriam's eyes grew
large with wonder. The young men
who seemed to be the rabbi's dis-

ciples, were going about among the
people, separating them into groups,
making paths among them. It was
all done with a singular quiet and order.
Then when all was finished one of
the* men went up to Mark, and after
a word, took the basket from the
boy's willing hands, and turning,
gave it to the rabbi. The disciples
fell back to the sides. The rabbi
stood alone with the little basket extended in His hands, His eyes raised
to heaven. Before Him in utter stillness sat the watching multitude.
Miriam put her hands wildly to her
head. Was she dreaming? The
coarse loaves her own hands had
baked that morning; the wretched
little" fish her own fingers had prepared—now, the center of this scene,
held up in blessing by this strange,
God-like man, watched by the waiting thousands with expectancy, and
by the disciples, and Mark, with eyes
of shining faith?
The hush deepened. Not a breath,
nor a movement! The rabbi gazed
steadfastly toward heaven, then
beckoned to the men who stood near.
They came, bringing their large,
empty traveller's baskets, and waited
beside Him.
Miriam was upon her knees, trembling. This common air she breathed
must be athrill with God. This man,
this rabbi, had taken her poor food
from the hands of her own little lad,
and with it had wrought a miracle!
Here, under the evening sky, her own
eyes had witnessed it! It was as if
God had reached down from His
heavenly place to touch her humble
hand!
At last she raised her head. The
rabbi was watching her, with clear,
searching eyes. They read her heart
and then seemed waiting for her answer. With a cry she stretched forth
her hands. She had forgotten the
multitude. To her there were but
herself and the Master upon the hillside with the celestial throbbing of
the air about them.
"Master," she whispered, "Thou
hast opened mine eyes! I will be
faithful!"
There was a stir among the thousands. Miriam turned and ran quickly back over the path by which she
had come.
It was dark when she reached
home and the children were frightened and crying. They clung to her.
Now suddenly sweet was the realization that these little bodies were of
more value to her than all the gold of
Herod's palace.
Mark came and she heard his tale
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of wonder. She listened lovingly and
the child, warmed by her new interest, showed her the adoration in his
heart.
At last they were all asleep.
Miriam walked out upon the pebbled
sands and looked far down the sea.
Tiberias? The old temptation was
broken. It could never meet her
again. Against the living mystery on
yonder hillside, the glories of Herod's
city must be tawdry and dead.
Freedom? Never had she felt so
free, with a sudden kinship for the
wide spaces of the sea and sky and
mountains. But greater still, there
was the freedom of a mind lifted up
into high reaches of vision; of a soul
drawn upward to meet the reality of
God.
Tapestries? Oh, blind, blind that
she had been. To her had been given
tapestries of tender flesh and blood
upon which to embroider the fair
patterns of the soul.
She raised her head in the darkness. The old glad light had returned again to her eyes. For she knew
now that the common daily elements
which her heart had so despised, had
been transfigured. She knew that
through each day's patient, wearying
toil, she would see again the Master's
face.
—Author Unknown
Gifts for Men
(Continued from page six)
who receive the overflowing of grace
and the gift of righteousness, reign as
kings in the life they enjoy through
the One, Christ Jesus."
The secret of reigning in life, and
this means most to us now while we
need it most, is found in verse five.
There Paul says it is "because the
love of God is shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is
Given unto us." 0, the marvelous
grace of our gracious Maker who
made it possible through His gifts for
men, that we may have "access into
this grace wherein we stand." He
says, "Let us enjoy peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom also we obtain through faith,
entrance to this grace wherein we
stand firm, and exult in the hope of
God's glory. And not only so, but we
exult in afflictions as well . . . "
His grace received in faith now,
frees us from fear of sin's penalty
hereafter and also from cruel slavery
to sin's power here. It issues in
Christlike behaviour as His Spirit
works in and through us righteousness of life and conduct, and fills us
with all joy in believing, grants to us
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exultation in life's unsavory circumstances even great tribulation, gives
us the realization of heavenly companionship here, and a steadfast and
sure hope that as life ends we will*
go to dwell with Him hereafter. What
greater gifts could men desire than
are given to us in Christ Jesus our
loving Lord and Saviour!
At Christmastime we understand
the desire of a father-heart to give
gifts to the family, and it is good if
done within bounds of Christian reason. But let us hereby be reminded
of Dr. Luke's record of the words of
our Lord Himself (Luke 11:13), that
the heart of our Heavenly Father is
a CHRISTmas heart, yearning all of
the time to "give the Holy Spirit to
them that ask Him." Does your heart
yearn for a gift more substantial
than any you have ever received at
Christmas time? It is harmony within ourselves and among ourselves
that is "peace on earth and goodwill
among men." Have you found it? If
not then start seeking first peace with
God and in humble believing prayer
continue seeking until the peace of
God reigns within, putting your
hungry, restless spirit at ease. So
we may "reign as kings in this life."
It is Heaven's Fruit Cake freely
given for a famishing human family.
The fruit of the Spirit is just what
this world needs to see demonstrated
in the life of every believer. A dying
world longs for "love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meekness, temperance . . . "
Think what it would mean to our
worried nation to see everyone of the
92,000,000 professed believers rejoicing in the Gifts for Men made possible by the great Gift of full salvation' provided in the message of
Reconciliation we ought to be giving.
When this condition prevails in the
world we can dismiss our armies.
Then swords will be beaten into
ploughshares, spears into pruning
hooks, men will not learn war any
more. Righteousness will cover the
earth as the waters cover the sea.
But that time is not yet.
David sang of Heaven's eternal
purpose. It is "that God might dwell
among (men)." Jesus came to make
possible the realization of this purpose of our Heavenly Father. He
said, "Lo, I come to do Thy will, O
God." God dwells among men as He
is given permission to live in men. To
this end He freely provides gifts for
men. We join with Paul in pleading
that all Christians "present your
bodies a living sacrifice, wholly and
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. Don't let the world
around you squeeze you into its own

mould, but Jet God remould your
minds from within so that you may
prove in practice that the Plan of
God for you is good, meets all demands and moves toward the goal of
true maturity." Rom. 12:1,2
Remember, it isn't truly Christmas
unless everything bends toward the
purpose "that God might dwell
among them." We are a part of the
world's problem unless God dwells
within us and controls our lives completely in all of life's complexities.
Let every believing child of God receive the gracious Gift of the Holy
Spirit, so freely given in the Gifts
provided for Men, and the Church will
become a mighty force in the solution
of the world's problems. There is no
other way.
—Etizabethtown, Pa.
Greetings at Christmas •
Sylvatus, Va.
Greeting's with love to all of God's dear
children with Psalm 100:1, "Make a joyful
noise unto the Lord all ye lands."
I feel that I should write a letter to all
of God's little ones through the Visitor as
it has been almost a year since I have written.
I am glad to say that the Lord has
blessed me real sweet all along- and has
kept me well and able to be in so many of
the good meetings and revivals. I only
missed three nights of the revival up at
Bethel Mission where Bro. John Martin was
our evangelist. We had a soul-thrilling revival and many souls were saved in the
meeting. Surely God did bless in the services.
I wish to thank everyone for remembering me at the holidays and so at Christmas,
as I did not get to write to everyone, this
letter is to thank every one I heard from
before and God bless you all. I trust I may
receive many greeting cards, letters and little gifts. It would just thrill my soul as I
sit here day after day. It would truly make
a light shine even brighter in my heart.
I surely praise Jesus for all that He
means to me. I want to cling closer to Him
and always do the thing that is pleasing in
His sight. I ask the prayers of all of God's
dear children and may He bless every one.
Your shut-in Sister in Christ Jesus,
Faithe Alice Phillips
i mm

i

Church Report
Horatio, Ohio
We were privileged to have one more reviva] meeting here, which began Sundayevening', November 15.
Eld. John Keller of near Dallas Center,
Iowa was our evangelist. He brought messages unctionized by the Holy Ghost, which
were clear and plain and backed by the
Word of God.
While no visible results were seen, we
know God's children were encouraged and
helped. The Bible says that His Word will
not return void, so we are trusting God,
still to see definite results. We ask an
interest in the prayers of God's children
for this place.
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In prayer, it is better to have a
heart without words than words
without a heart.
—Bunyan
Evangelistic Services
Montgomery Church. Greencastle, Pa.
.Jan. 3, 1954
Rev. William Engle, Evangelist

BIRTHS
'Children are on heritage of the Lord."
COKDELL—Born to Daniel and Frances
Cordell of th'3 Hollowe!l congregation (Pa.)
twin sons, Dennis and Douglas, October 15.
HEISEY—Mr. and Mrs. Mervin Heisey.
Manheim, Pa. announce the birth of a daughter, Karen La Verne, November 16, 1953. ' A
sister for Beth and Glenn."
HELFEICK—Earnest Eugene came to bless
the home of Bro. and Sr. Isaac Helfrick of
Mercersburg, Pa. on Nov. 9, 1953.
HEN6EL—Mr. and Mrs. Earl Heneel (nee
Carol Baser) welcomed a son, E. Gerald. Jr..
Oct. 31, 1953 in Upland, California.
KELLER—A son, Phillip Paul Keller was
born to Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Keller, Cleona,
Pa. on November 8, 1953. The Kellers are
members of the Fairland Sunday School.
MYERS—Beverley Ann came to bless the
home of Bro. and Sr. Charles Myers Jr. of
Greencastle, Pa. on Nov. 18, 1953.
SOLLEHBEB&ER—James Myers came to
bless the home of Bro. and Sr. Jacob L.
Sollenbcrger of Mercersburg, Pa. on Nov. 9.
1953.
• WENGER—Mr. and Mrs. Harold Wenger,
Shippensburg, Pa. became the. parents of their
second daughter, Judy Arlene, born November 19. 1953; a sister for Sandra Jean.
WINGER—Bro. and Sister Stanley Winger
Millcrsburg. Pa. announce the birth of a son,
D-wight David, Nov. 26, 1953. Sister Winger
was the former Orpha Keefer, Millersburg, Pa.

MARRIAGES
FBETZ-POZHEK-On Saturday afternoon.
Sept. 19, Miss Ann Elizabeth Pozner of London, Ont. became the bride of Mr. Norman
A. Fretz, son of Mr. and Mrs. Oren M. Fretz of
Stouffville, Ont. Ceremony took place in the
Metropolitan United Church, Rev. George
Goth officiating-.
LEHEAS-OLIHGEE—On Friday evening,
November 6, 1953, in a candlelight wedding at
IHe Elizabethtown Brethren in Christ church,
Miss Delores Joan d i n g e r , daughter of Mrs.
Viola d i n g e r . Nappanca, Indiana, was united
i n . marriage to Roy E. Lehman, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Jesse Lehman, Carlisle. Pa. The
ceremony was performed by Rev. Walter Lehman, brother of the groom, and Rev. C. R.
Heisey. the bride's pastor. They are at home
in Carlisle.
MARTIN-BOND — On
Saturday
evening,
August 1, 1953 a very beautiful lawn wedding
was held at the residence of Dr. and Mrs.
Craig at 740 \V. Arrow Highway. Upland. California when John I. Martin and Frances
Dorothy Bond were united in marriage.
Frances Bond is formerly from Oregon and
John I. Martin from Lancaster County. Pennsylvania. Both have been students at Upland
College. The marriage was performed by Rev.
John .Z. Martin. Mr. and Mrs. John I. Martin
are living in their new home a.t 11206 E.
Vernon, Ontario, California.
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NOTICE TO MINISTERS
ATTENDING THE SEMINAR
Early returns of registration cards
from ministers planning to attend the
Ministerial Seminar indicate need for
clarification of entertainment plans
for the Seminar:
Your registration fee pays for two
meals on Tuesday, December 29, and
the three meals on Wednesday. It
pays for on'y one night's lodging.
No other entertainment will be provided for by the sponsoring board,
and the congregation in the Springfield area is not in any situation to
provide entertainment for a group of
any size. Thus, it will be necessary
for those planning to come to the
Seminar to come prepared financially
to take care of meals or lodging for
themselves in any needs beyond the
provision of the Seminar.
Lodging facilities will generally hi
available a second night in the location provided by the Seminar, but it
will be at the expense of the individual at prevailing rates.
Boards convening in Springfield foi'
their mid-year meetings, should come
prepared to take care of their expenses of lodging and meals in time outside the period of the Seminar. Contacts have been made in Springfield
within reach of the church for lodging for board members. All board.;
wishing accommodations should have
word to the Springfield officials by
now. Restaurant facilities are available near the church to care for the
needs of board members in theperiod-5
before and after the Seminar.

OBITUARIES
"Blessed are the dead which die in the l o r d . "
DOXTTRICH—Lydia Doutrich. daughter of
Daniel and Lydia Smith Funk was born
August 31, 1865 in North Londonderry Township, Lebanon County, Pennsylvania, a,nd
passed to her eternal reward November 26,
1953, at the age of 88 years, 2 months, and 25
days.
On May 21. 1887, she was united in marriage
to the late Henry Doutrich, who preceded her
in death in 1933. To this union were born
five children. Surviving her is one son, Jacob
Doutrich, Cleona, and seventeen grandchildren,
thirty-five
great-grandchildren.
and
three
great-great-grandchildren; also three brothers
and one sister: John Funk, Annville, Rev.
Jacob Funk, Cleona; Levi Funk, Bouton, Iowa:
and Mrs. Robert Hetrick, Lebanon, Pa.
In her early twenties she was definitely converted and found great delight in fellowshipping with the people of God. Throughout her
Christian life, she was a member of the
Brethren in Christ Church. Though she was
unable to attend Church services in her declining years, she did appreciate when ministers, relatives and friends visited her and had
prayer with her.
Funeral services were held Sunday, November 29, at 1:30 P. M. at the Rohland Parlors,
with Bishop Titus M. Books officiating. The
text used was Hob. 11:13,14. Interment at the
Fairland Cemetery, north of Cleona. Pa.
ENCrliE—J. Avery Engle. 73, Florin, Pa.
died Monday, Nov. 23 at his home after several
years' illness. He had been bedfast for three
days. Born April 4, 1880 in Rapho Twp., he
was a son of the late Rev. Eli M. and Elizabeth Engle Engle and was a farmer for many
years. He also taught school for three years
in Rapho Twp. and was recently employed by
the Bachman Chocolate Co., Florin. He was a
member of the Brethren in Christ Church.
Besides his wife, the former Adda Sultzbaugh.
h is ^urv'v^d bv three sons and a daughter:
Paul M., Elizabetlftown;-Irvin M., Elizabethtown; Alvin S., Florin; and Lois S. at home.
Seven grandchildren, one great-grandchild, and

a brother and two sisters also survive: Daniel
E., Bailsman; Grace V., Mt. Jov; and Anna R.,
a missionary to South Rhodesia, Africa. 'Funeral services were conducted at the Cross
Roads Church Nov. 26 with Rev. Gravbill
Woigemuth and. Rev. Harry L. Brubaker
officiating. The text used was Rev. 14:13. Interment was in the adjoining cemetery.
KOSEE—Paris Lehman Koser, 59 of Schuylkill haven, l a . was fatally stricken Nov. 24
while visiting at the home of his brother.
Irvin L. Koser, Mt. Joy, Pa.
He had been in ill health, suffering a heart
condition, for the past year and had been
under the care of a physician.
Born September 9, 1894 he was a son of
the late Abiam A. and Lizzie Lehman Koser
and lived in Last Donegal Township most of
his. life, until moving to Schuylkill Haven
three years ago.
Ho was a member of the Maytown Brethren
in Christ Church.
Besides his widow, Mary Ebersole Koser,
there survive a. son i-aris L. Jr. at home; and
these daugniers: Lthel, wife of W'ooclrow VV.
Hosan. Lancaster; Helen, wife of Jonas L.
Spitier. Llizabetniown, u. :i; Betty, wife of
Norman Heisey. Last Petersburg; jean, wife
of Felix E. Staskel,, Fousville; and Reba, wife
of Thomas E. Bennethuns, Lititz, R. 2.
§even grandchildren and these brothers
and sisters also survive: Irvin L., Mt. Joy, R.
2; Abram L. and Arthur L. both of Hershey;
Anna, wife of Alvin R. Coble, Palmyra; and
Dora, wife of Jacob S. Lehman, Manneim R. 4.
Funeral services were held at the Cross
Roads Cnurch .Nov. 28 with Rev. Graybill
-Woigemuth, Key. irvin W. Musser, and Key.
Clarence Lutz. The text used was James 4:14.
".Cor wnat is your life." Interment in the adjoining cemeury.
LIC-KTENBERG-ER — David Liehlenberger,
born October 9, 1872 passed away November
2 1, 1953 aged 81 years, 1 month and 15 days.
he was a. son of the late Adam and Rosie
tWale) Lichtenberger.
tie was a life-time
resident of the township of Bertie. He leaves
to mourn his departure three brotheis: Adam
of Willoby, Fred of Bertie Township, and
Fnillip of Stevensville, and one sister, Mrs.
uizzie Langendorfer of Ebenezer, New York,
beside many, other relatives and friends. The
service was conducted by Bishop Wm. Charlton in the Ridgeway Mausoleum.
ROKRER—Lottie L. Rohrer of Pasadena.
Calif., daughter of the late Bishop S. R. and
Elizabeth .Smith, was born May 5, 1889 at
Harrisburg, Pa. and passed away at her home
Novemoer 29, 1953. She was converted at the
age of 21 at Grantham, Pa. united with the
Brethren in Christ Church in which she remained a faithful member until death.
She attended the Messiah Bible School and
Missionary Training Home and with her husband and two small children followed their
call to the mission field of India in 1915. They
spent most of their seven years of service at
Supaul station, where the orphanage was
established during this time and was supervised by them, 't hey returned to America in
1923 and came to Pasadena in 1928.
Sister Rohrer was a faithful servant of God
whom she loved so well. She will be greatly
missed by the Pasadena church. .She had been
active as chairman of Missionary Prayer
Circle, Sewing Circle, Sunday school teacher
and other offices.
She is survived by her husband. Rev. David
E Rohrer; six children: Mrs. Anita Zarger
Wenger of Oregon by a former marriage; Mrs.
Velma Grove, Mrs. Erma A. Edwards of Pasadena; David A. of Alhambra, Calif.; Lawrence
E. of Elmonte, Calif, and Donald E., of San
Fernando, Calif, and four sisters: Mrs. Elizabeth Hoover; Mrs. Sadie Lingle of Florida:
Mrs. Katie Musser and Mrs. Emma Climenhaga of Pennsylvania, also ten grandchildren.
SIIISLEK,—Harvey Shisler was born February 14, 1877, and passed away at the Douglas Memorial Hospital, Fort Erie, on Nov. 1.
1953, aged 76 years, 8 months and 18 days.. He
was the son of the late John and .Mellisa
Shisler. He was united in marriage July 24,
1902, to Ida Neff, and to this union were born
3 sons: Bert and John, both of Ridgeway and
Reginald who predeceased him in 1928. He
was a member of the Brethren in Christ
Church having joined in 1914.
He leaves to mourn a sorrowing widow, 2
sons and 4 grandchildren: Clyde, Joyce,
Devena and Barbara; 2 brothers and 2 sisters,
Norman and Roy of Buffalo, Mrs. Lottie Rebstack of Crystal Beach, and Mrs. Alice Martin
of Batavia, N. Y. besides a number of relatives
and friends.
Services were conducted in the Climenhaga
Funeral parlor in Stevensville by Bishop Wm.
Charlton and Elder Roy V. Sider. Interment
in the Ridgeway Cemetery.
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Items from the News
Larson Named to YFC Magazine
WHEATON, Illinois ( E / P ) Mel Larson of
Minneapolis, former newspaperman in that
city and author of a number of books, has
been named managing editor of the Youth
for Christ Magazine, President Robert A.
Cook announced this week. Larson has
been serving as associate editor. He will
switch positions with Ken Anderson of
Muskegon, Michigan, editor since 1945. For
the past ten years, Larson has edited the
youth page of the Evangelical Free Church
of America and served as director of the
promotion and servicemen departments of
that denomination.
He spent three years on the sports staff
of the Minneapolis Tribune before devoting
his time to religious journalism. In addition
to free lancing to a number of magazines
he has written eight books, including biographies of Gil Dodds, Torrey M. Johnson,
Field Marshal Montgomery, and Dr. William Ward Ayer. The latter, titled "God's
Man in Manhattan," won first place in the
Zondervan biography and missionary book
contest. Two books on the YFC movement
also have been published. At present, Larson is completing research on a book of the
life of Evangelist Billy Graham, due for
publication late in 1954, or 1955.
Wire From Billy Graham Crusade
DETROIT, Mich. ( E / P ) October 26.
45,000 people assembled in Detroit Briggs
Stadium Sunday afternoon, October 25, to
hear Billy Graham. Oyer 1,000 responded to
invitation yesterday and came forward on
turf. Graham crusade in Detroit which
reached 300,000 in 4 weeks has been extended one week through Nov. 1.
Will Insure Non-Drinking Driver
WHEATON, Illinois ( E / P ) A reward for
the non-drinking driver is the intelligent
basis of the newly organized Central Se-

Missions A b r o a d
India
Acting- Superintendent: Elder Charles E.
Engle, Madhipura, X. E. Rhvy., Saharsa
Dist., India
Saharsa Mission: Saharsa, N. E. Rlwy., Saharsa Dist., India. Sr. Leora Toder, Sr. Shirley
Bitner, Sr. Ruth Book, Sr. Mary Jane
Shoalts, Sr. Mary Stoner
Madhipura mission: Dauram Madhipura. N. E.
Rlwy., Saharsa Dist., India. Elder and Sr.
Charles Engle.
Earjora Mission: P. O. Tirbeniganj via Murliganj, N. E. Rlwy., X. Bhagalpur Dist..
India. Elder and Sr. Arthur Pye, Sr. Erma
Hare
Banraanlci Mission: P. O. Banmanki, N. E.
Rlwy., Purnea Dist., India. Elder and Sr.
Allen Buckwalter, Elder and Sr. Joseph
Smfth
Uluraria, Howrah Dist., West Bengal, India.
Elder and Sr. A. D. M. Dick
Africa
Acting- G-eneral Superintendent: "Rockview,"
P. O. Box 711, Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia,
Africa: Rev. and Mrs. Roy H. Mann.
Matopo Mission: P. B. T. 191, Bulawayo,
Southern Rhodesia, Africa: Rev. and Mrs.
Alvin J. Book, Rev. and Mrs. Ira M. Stern,
Misses Mary H. Brenaman, Elizabeth H.
Engle, Mary C. Engle, Anna M. Eyster,
Dorothy M. Martin, Ethel C. Heisey.
Mtshafcezi Mission: P. B. 102 M. Bulawayo,
Southern Rhodesia, Africa
Mission: Rev. and Mrs. Glenn C. Frey,
Misses F. Mabel Frey, Fannie Longeneeker,
Annie E. Winger, Florence R. Hensel.
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curity Mutual Insurance Company with
home offices now located at 3963 N. Milwaukee Avenue, Chicago 41, Illinois. Central Security Company has been formed to
sell automobile insurance to the non-drinkers only. Because present insurance s t a - .
tistics reveal that a large percentage of
major tragedies involving high costs are
caused by drinking drivers, the Central Security Company finds that it is actually
possible to insure the selected insurees at
much lower premiums. Premiums will be
progressively lowered if the select group
enlisted hold their accident costs below the
predicted rates.
Jack Wyrtzen Going to Korea
NEW YORK ( E / P ) Jack Wyrtzen, worldfamed director of The Word of Life Fellowship and radio's Word of Life Hour, will
take a one-month leave of absence from his
duties in New York to fly to Korea on October 31st. There he will join, other Pocket
Testament League evangelists to take part
in PTL's campaign of mass evangelism and
Gospel distribution in that war-ravaged
land. One of America's outstanding youth
workers, Mr. Wyrtzen will preach and distribute Gospels of John to Korean teenagers
and young adults in schools and orphanages. He will also be reaching soldiers and
civilians in army camps, hospitals and
refugee camps.
Last Employee to Remember Moody Retires
CHICAGO, ( E / P ) A Moody Bible Institute employee who has piled up the longest years of service on record at MBI has
just retired. She is Miss Gertrude Germann, Moodyanna hostess, who has completed 55 years of service. Moodyanna is
the Institute's museum containing historical
relics of the founder, D. L. Moody. Miss
Germann was the last living employee-link
to D. L. Moody, under whom she worked
before his death in 1899.

No Church for New Communist City
BERLIN, Germany ( E / P ) The Berlin
Church Information Bulletin in its issue
of October 28, published the following statement: "Stalinstadt, the new residential town
being built by the Eastern Steel Hut Combine near Furstenberg-an-der Oder, is not
to have a new church. The town, described
as 'the first Socialist city of the German
Democratic Republic,' will have some 15,000
inhabitants. No provision is made for any
church in the plan now agreed upon, although both the Protestant and the Catholic
authorities have done their utmost to obtain
permission for the erection of a place of
worship. Even the proposal by the Protestant
Church to' put up a hut temporarily for this
purpose in the new town, to ensure pastoral
care for church members there, has so far
not been approved. The Gossner Mission
has in the meantime sent one of'its 'Gospel caravans' to Stalinstadt, from which two
young pastoral workers sent by the leaders
of the Church are endeavoring to perform
this service.
"A promise by the Burgomaster to the
Protestant Church to put a school classroom at their disposal for worship has been
retracted by the City Council on a point of
principle. In September 1953 a showcase
for church announcements, installed by
agreement with the municipal authorities,
was removed during the night by unknown
hands, and has not so far been found
again." On October 22, the Consistory of
the Protestant Church wrote to the Prime
Minister, Herr Grotewohl, asking him to use
his influence to have a suitable site provided in Stalinstadt for the erection of a
church.

Fatted Calf Banquet Marks Latin
American Reconciliation
SAN JOSE, Costa Rica ( E / P ) A total of
500 decisions for Christ, several hundred reconsecrations, church attendances nearly
doubled, and even a reconciliation banquet
with the provei'bial fatted calf, were reported by the evangelistic team of the Latin
America Mission after six weeks of campaigns in Venezuela ending November 1.
Completely inter-denominational, as in all
Outstations: Rev. and Mrs. Chester F. L.A.M. projects, the campaigns featured
evangelists from the Central American MisWingert.
Hospital: Rev. (Dr.) and Mrs. Alvan E. sion in EI Salvador and the Disciples of
Thuma, Miss Rhoda G. Lenhert, Gladys Christ in Puerto Rico. Other cooperating
Lehman.
Wanezi Mission: P. B. S. 129, Bulawayo, South- churches included the Evangelical Free,
ern Rhodesia, Africa
Orinoco River Mission, Southern Baptist,
Mission: Rev. and Mrs. Earl Musser, Misses and Presbyterian. One hundred thousand
Anna R. Engle, Mary E. Heisey, Miriam tracts furnished by the American Tract SoHeise.
Outstations: Rev. and Mrs. Lewis B. Sider. ciety were distributed during the camMacha Mission: P. O. Choma, Northern Rho- paigns, according to team leader William,
Thompson. In one city, 32 couples cov-"
desia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. J. Elwood Hershey, Misses ered the town with tracts in one day.
Lula G. Asper, Anna J. Gravhill. Edna E.
Lehman, Edna M. Switzer, Pauline Frey.
"We found complete liberty to preach
Sikalong-o Mission: P. O. Choma, Northern the Gospel in the lowlands of Venezuela,"
Rhodesia, Africa
Thompson reports. "The Orinoco River MisRev. and Mrs. David E. Climenhaga, Rev. sion has experienced some difficulty in getand Mrs. H. Franklin Kipe, Miss Anna L. ting in new missionaries, but there seemed
Kettering, Rev. and Mrs. A. G. Brubaker.
to be no government restrictions to the
Japan
work in this fabulously rich oil country."
Box 13, Hag-i City, Yamaguchi Prefecture, The fatted-calf incident took place in Valle
Japan.
de la Pascua, where the church had split
Rev. and Mrs. Peter A. Wi Urns
two years ago. In prayer preparation for
Missionaries on Furlough
the evangelistic campaign. Christians beBishop and Mrs. A. M. Climenhaga, Gran- came convicted about the situation and just
tham, Pa.
Sr. Effle Rohrer, 2121 Oneida St., Pasadena before the meetings began, all were joyfully
reconciled. To celebrate, one of the be10, Calif.
Elder and Sr. George E. Paulus, Box 3S lievers built a bonfire in his patio and inSouderton, Penna.
vited everyone to share in the great feast.
Elder and Sr, William Hoke, P. O. Box 1-12,
Pleasant Hill, Ohio.
Sr. Ruth Hunt, c. o. Charles Hunt, Washing- Billy Graham Likes Martin Luther Film
ton Boro, Pa.
NEW YORK ( E / P ) Evangelist Billy GraSr. Anna Wolgemutli, R. R. Palmyra. Pa.
Sr. Verda C. Moyer, 41 Hillside Ave.. ham has issued an unsolicited endorsement
of "Martin Luther," the feature film on the
Souderton. Pa.
Sr. Beulah Arnold, c.o. Albert Schock, R. R. leader of the Protestant Reformation, it was
announced here by Louis de Rochemont As2, Hershey, Pa.

(15)

sociates, producers of the picture for
Lutheran Church Productions, Inc. Dr. Graham, who "dropped in off the street" to see
the film at the Loop Theater in Chicago,
where it is now in its seventh week, hailed
the picture as "one of the most phenomenal
and thrilling stories of modern times."
"No punches are pulled in giving the full
story of why and how Protestantism was
born and how justification by faith became
the'watchword of the Church," he said. The
noted evangelist urged Christians of every
denomination to see the film because, he
said, "it will strengthen their faith."
More than 1,500,000 people have so fapaid admission to see the Martin Luther
film at 170 different theaters throughout the
United States, it was announced in New
York recently a t a one-day showmanship
conference of trie Louis de Rochemont field
organization. The field representative and
sub-distributors of the success film were
told by Cresson E. Smith, general sales
manager of de Rochemont Associates, that
the theaters which have extended the Martin Luther film runs beyond the original
schedules were "innumerable."
Former Communist Speaks to Ministers
. NEW_ YORK ( E / P ) Protestant ministers
and their wives, representing many denominations, heard startlirrg facts on the Communist infiltration
of our American
churches at a special luncheon-meeting at
New York City's Town Hall Club on November 5. The facts were presented by
Mr. Herbert Philbrick, former Communist,
Baptist youth leader, and undercover agent
for the FBI, in a "Report to the Clergy on
Communism." The luncheon was sponsored
by Trinity Films, Inc., of New York. Mr.
Philbrick, one of the outstanding authorities
on Communism in this country, became a
nationally-known figure in 1949 when he appeared before Federal Judge Harofd R.
Medina as surprise key witness in the trial
of eleven top communists. In 1952, his
autobiography, "I Led 3 Lives," was published in book form, chosen as a Book of
the "Month Club selection and subsequently
published in serial form in over seventyfive newspapers.
Following Mr. Philbrick's report, the
clergy saw a preview of "The Burning Answer," the first Christian motion picture
in new Cinemagic 3-D. In a dramatic and
suspense-filled story the film comes to
grips with the problem of communism and
answers the question: "Does Christianity
Have the Answer to Communism?" The film
was introduced by Rev. Paul Freed, Executive Secretary of International Evangelism, Inc. The day after the luncheonmeeting, New York City audiences viewed
the World Premiere of "The Burning
Answer" at Calvarv Baptist Church, 123
West 57th St., Manhattan. Capacity audiences necessitated two showings of the new
film, which is being released now for citywide premieres all over the country.
Liquor Advertising Banned in Iraq
BAGHDAD, Iraq ( E / P ) Liquor advertising has been banned in Iraq, according to a
letter received recently from Rev. B. Jacob,
Evangelist of the Evangelistic Center of
Baghdad. The new prime minister of Iraq,
Mr. M. Fadhila! Jamali has banned the display of liquor advertising in front of liquor
shops as a first step to discouraging liquor
sales. This wise action has met with approval in the country and should give food
for thought to Americans and Europeans
who are beset with blatant liquor advertising on every hand. Mr. Jacob declares
this action has been a definite answer to
persistent prayer by the EvangelisticCenter.

Tells of Communist Cleverness in
Dealing With Church
NEW YORK ( E / P ) An article in Time
tells of the condition of Christians in Communist China. We quote: Christians in
Communist China have suffered under an
attack as clever as any Iron Curtain persecution and far more systematic than
most of the others. Speaking for the Protestants, the Rev. W. C. Merwin, onetime
Presbyterian missionary in China and now
working for the National Council of
Churches' Division of Foreign Missions,
last week appraised the Communist attack
and Christianity's chances for survival.
"The Chinese Communists," he wrote in
The Christian Century, "recognize that persecution is not the most effective way to
deal with the Church." Their method: domestication. "The church, in other words,
is permitted to exist only as it is useful and
submissive to the Communist government."
Membership in the Lutheran Churches of
the United States and Canada totaled 6,673,945 in 1952, an increase of 197,344 over the
previous year, according to the National
Lutheran Council in New York. They have
a combined Sunday school enrollment of 2,095,747, and reported 9,195 Vacation Bible
schools. Total contributions reached $52,950,194. Property valuation was reported
as approximately one billion dollars.
Dr. E. Stanley Jones, in a recent speech
in Chicago, said, "I saw the emperor twice
on my last visit to Japan, and it's not impossible that he may become a Christian.
That would be the greatest conversion since
Constantine's because the Japanese people
tend to do everything together."

sion" quickly replace the present policy of
mere over-all increasing of food output.
IISV For International Uniform Lessons
CHICAGO ( E / P ) At a recent meeting of
the Committee on International Uniform
Lessons of the National Council of Churches it was voted that the new Revised Standard'Version of the Bible be used in the
Uniform Lessons for Sunday schools as
regular practice, beginning in 1955. The
actual text of the minutes reads as follows:
It was Voted that the Revised Standard
Version of the Bible (including the Old
Testament) now be used in the Uniform
Outlines as regular practice, except in
special cases where another version may be
used and so indicated in parentheses. It
was noted that the Handbook of Principles
and Procedures should be revised accordingly.
It Was Voted to request that the 1955
outlines be edited and the 1956 outlines be
revised in accordance with the Revised
Standard Version. It was understood that
this also applies to the Home Daily Bible
Readings.
It Was Voted that in the Uniform Outlines using the Revised Standard Version of
the Bible that (this also from 1955 on)
numerals precede names of the books of the
Bible and would conform with those used in
the Revised Standard Version (that is,
Arabic numerals are to be used).
Should such action involve the right of
publishers using these topics and texts to
carry as common practice other versions in
their Sunday school literature, there will be
a major upset in the religious publishing
business in the U. S. A.

The United States will provide Jordan
with up to 10,000 tons of wheatfrom Commodity Credit Corporation stocks to combat suffering resulting from famine conditions.

Great Results From World Congress
Follow-up
TOKYO, Japan ( E / P ) The two-week
evangelistic campaigns held throughout
Japan directly following 'the World Congress on Evangelism held in Tokyo recently
has resulted in the following accomplishments: The two weeks evangelistic campaigns were held in about 45 different kens
or prefectures, resulting in total decisions
of 21,510. Of those, 556 decisions were
made as a result of tracts and other literature. A total of 880 evangelistic meetings
were held in cooperation with true Japanese pastors and missionaries, combined with
the visiting delegates. Meetings were held
in 434 different places, resulting in an average number of decisions per meeting, 24.4.
The greatest number of decisions in one
province was in Hyogo, with 1,292 decisions
resulting from 49 meetings. Next was
Hime—Ken, 1,056 from 40 meetings, and
Kagoshima, 1051 decisions from 27 meetings.

ROME, Italy ( E / P ) The Food and
Agricultural Organization
(FAO) said
Saturday that falling prices and mounting
stocks of unsold food, particularly in North
America, threatened to widen the gaD between the world's few well fed and the
many hungry. On the eve of a three-week
conference of the 68-nation U. N. organization, it was disclosed that its latest surveys show a trend back to "the dilemma of
the '30s, with excess food co-existing with
hunger." Its experts urged that "a more
selective approach to agricultural expan-

Coddling Youths Causes Crime
DENVER, Colorado ( E / P ) "Coddling of
youngsters" is one cause of the high juvenile crime rate; Municipal Judge Jones declared in fining four youths $50 and sentencing them to 10-day jail terms recently.
Judge Johns dealt out the punishment to
the youths, ranging in age from 16 to 22,
for assault and disturbance. He warned
jail sentences would be mandatory in his
courts when future defendants are found
guilty of carrying dangerous weapons in
juvenile gang fights.

According to a nation-wide inquiry into
the professional status of rural and village
school teachers (4 out of 10 American children go to these schools), the typical
teacher in the elementary school is 42 years
of age, while the high school teacher is 8
years younger.
The salary of these
teachers increased in the past 15 years to
an average of $2484 in 1951-'52, compared
with $876 in 1936-'37.
One thousand four hundred and thirtyseven Americans from- forty-eight states
have received Fulbright awards this year to
study, teach, or conduct research in twentyfour countries of Europe and the Near and
Far East under the State Department's International Educational Exchange Program.
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